
Statement in support of concept of Global Democracy, reinforced by 

experience of Covid-10. 

As the weeks go by and the virus wreaks its havoc on the entire world, it is clear that responses 

have differed in many countries, with varying degrees of success.  This has impacted on the 

citizens of those countries, on their neighbours, and on all societies – on their health and welfare, 

and on their economies.  It has revealed more vividly than ever, the inequalities that prevail both 

within and between all countries. 

I am inspired by the words of Antonio Guterres, the UN Secretary General, who said recently that 

Covid 19 has amplified the already dangerous and growing inequalities within and between 

different countries. He argued that global solidarity is needed to fight the pandemic. 

The League of Nations was established in 1920 (after the 1914-1918 war and the world epidemic 

of a devastating influenza virus) with the goal of promoting international peace and security. The 

United Nations was initiated in 1942 and formally established in 1945, with the World Health 

Organisation as part of ECOSOC in 1948. These structures were born out of the horrors of war and 

disaster, yet even decades later they do not receive the necessary support to enable them to fulfil 

the dreams of their creators. 

Now we are in a new kind of war – a global war against disease.  The Corona virus strikes 

everywhere, and every person can be at risk.  Some countries have greater resources than others 

to deal with these risks, yet even within them there can be inequalities of risk, and of remedies.  

Other countries, particularly in the developing world, have greater levels of poverty and fewer 

resources with which to handle the epidemic. 

This should prompt us to think once more about how a global system could be built to address 

these issues – which are matters of governance, both internal and international.  It is a moment to 

think creatively and to inspire action.  It is not only a matter for heads of state and leaders of 

national and international institutions.  It is for people everywhere to seek a new way. 
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